Thrift Store Shopping Tips
· Be patient.  Thrift store shopping takes longer than shopping in a department store.  You have to weed through a lot of junk to find the treasures, but that’s the fun of it!
· Don’t just buy an item because it is cheap.  You’ll just end up with a closet full of cheap junk that you don’t like and won’t wear.

· Don’t be discouraged if you can’t find anything you like during a shopping trip.  The next time you go to the same thrift store, you may discover lots of great finds.  

· If the store doesn’t have dressing rooms, go with brands you are familiar with and know what size you wear.  However, don’t just go by size.  Make sure it hasn’t shrunk or that it doesn’t look too small or too big.  

· When looking for jeans or pants, wrap the waist around your neck like a cape.  If it touches, they will most likely fit.  

· Wear a cross-body purse when shopping so you can look at clothes without worrying about setting your purse down or it falling off your shoulder as you move around.

· Remember that the purpose in thrift store shopping is to save money.  It is very easy to spend just as much as you would in a department store.  You’ll have more things, but you may have spent the same amount.  If you are on a tight budget, don’t use the shopping cart.  Hold everything in your hand or use the small basket.  Your trip will be cut short if you can’t carry it all.  (
· There is no bargaining, so make sure you are willing to pay the price on the tag.

· Look the clothing item over completely.  Sometimes stains are hard to see.  Look for small tears.  Make sure there are no missing buttons.  
· Solid colored sweaters are a great thing to look for at thrift stores.  Combine them with short-sleeved shirts and you’ve added winter tops to your wardrobe.  
· Make sure you have room in your closet.  You will end up with a lot of clothes since they are so inexpensive.  If you don’t pay much for an item, it’s easier to get rid of it later to make room for something nicer and newer.

· Since there is most likely only one of each item in the store, put it in your cart when you see something you want.  You can always go through your cart later and put it back.

· Keep in mind that there are no returns or exchanges, so make sure you really want it.  

· Ask what the specials are for the day if it isn’t announced on the speaker.

· If you’re buying several items, mentally calculate the total.  The items aren’t scanned, so the clerk could make a mistake in typing in the amount. 

· Shop on a weekday if possible.  The discounts are usually on weekdays and there are less people in the store.  
· Clothes typically range from $2-$5.  Be careful about paying more than that if you can’t try it on.  It’s better to take a risk with a $2 item than a $10 one.  

· Be sure to hold up pants to make sure they aren’t too long or short.  If too long, are you able to hem them or willing to pay the extra cost to have them hemmed?

· Thrift store items make great presents.  Some things may even still have the tag on them.
