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Online Resources for the Bargain Hunter

Time saving ways to use the internet to save money on everyday items.
  Laura Dunning , Ed Building Room 122
I. Can blogs actually save me time and money?
A. What is a blog?
Definition as found on Wikipedia –

A blog (a contraction of the term "web log") is a type of website, usually maintained by an individual with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such as graphics or video…Many blogs provide commentary or news on a particular subject; others function as more personal online diaries. A typical blog combines text, images, and links to other blogs, Web pages, and other media related to its topic. The ability of readers to leave comments in an interactive format is an important part of many blogs…
B. What are the benefits of a “deal” blog?
1. One of the easiest way to find out about legitimate coupons, samples, freebies, deals, etc.

2. They contain detailed lists of deals at a variety of stores. These can be used alone or in conjunction with looking through “circulars” yourself. (See page 5 for help in understanding all the abbreviations used in these posts.)
3. A majority of the time the blogs are run by Mom’s who are using this as an at home-business. They actually make money doing this.
4. As everyday ladies/ Moms, they often provide encouragement and tips to help with everyday tasks. For instance in a given week you may find cleaning tips, financial goals, and frugal meal ideas mixed in with the deal posts.
C. What is a blog reader?
A blog reader is typically associated with an e-mail account system i.e. Yahoo or Google. It allows you to sign up for “subscriptions” to lots of blogs. Once you subscribe to a blog(s) the reader notifies you when there is a new post and you can read all the new posts in one central location rather than searching all over the internet. This is one of my top suggestions for saving time. Google reader is one of the easiest to use. Let me know if you’d like an invite to g-mail in order to use it! 
D. What are some suggestions of good blogs?

1. www.moneysavingmom.com  – Great source of lots of general deals and information, very comprehensive
2. www.mrsmoneysaver.com – General deals but also includes some “local” information including Harris Teeter deals
3. www.thecouponconsultant.com – Tide Water area deals, including a detailed list of Farm Fresh deals every Wednesday before 9 am. 
4. www.southernsavers.com – Detailed triple and super double deals list for Harris Teeter. However, I have found the prices she can get to often differ from our prices. I do not currently have this in my reader. I just check the blog when Harris Teeter is having a special event. 
5. www.5dollardinners.com  – Several times a week she posts the recipes she’s been able to make for under $5 for her family of 5. The recipes are very detailed with lots of how-to pictures.  We have tried a few of the recipes and they have been successes!

II.  How can I get coupons online?
A. Can you suggest some legitimate sites for getting online coupons?

Many blogs will notify you when new coupons come out or when they find a “Hot” coupon. However, here are some legitimate online sources for printing coupons if you want to find some yourself. 
1. www.coupon.com 
2. www.redplum.com
3. www.smartsource.com
4. Manufacture’s web site – often use a brick coupon.

B. Why do brick coupons sometimes not print after I’ve already loaded the program?

The link for these coupon depend on the browser you are using i.e. Fire Fox or Internet explorer. If the brick coupon link is from someone using a different browser than you it will say you need to load the coupon printer program, even if you already have the program loaded on your computer, and will never actually print your coupon. This can obviously be very frustrating. Here’s the simple fix for this problem.

There are two letters in the link that indicate what browser the link is using. Find the 2 letters and switch to the correct 2 letter combination for your browser.


For instance here is an example Fire Fox link:         

hxxp://bricks.coupons.com/Start.asp?tqnm=ri5peuo65798407&bt=wg&o=74976&ci=3&c=GM&p=HyRwaQe
Changing the “wg” to a “vi” or “wi” in Internet Explorer will allow you to print your coupon.

Firefox letter combination: wg

Internet explorer combination: wi or vi

Mac users, Safari, combination: xs
C. How many online coupons can I print?

Typically you are allowed two prints per computer. After printing the first coupon simply use your back arrow to get back to the print screen. You will then get a “warning screen” that needs to be refreshed. Press F5 and the screen refreshes and your coupon prints a second time. If you no longer have any prints left instead of printing you will get a message saying that you have completed all of your prints allowed. Occasionally the company will refresh the coupon and you will be able to print it another 2 times. Typically the deal blogs alert you when you can do this. 

D. Can I print online coupons in black and white?

Certainly! It will save you some money in ink if you choose this method. Many online coupons have “coupon may appear in black and white” actually written on them. 

Never copy an online coupon or any other coupon. This is illegal!
Many of the coupons have extra “watermarks” that will not print if copied. Ethical couponing is a much talked about subject on the blogs.  Don’t ruin couponing for the rest of us! 
III. How can I make a little money online?
1. Mystery shopping
· GFK - www.cybershoppersonline.com
2. Survey/research companies
· Pinecone research - www.pineconeresearch.com
· www.MySurvey.com
3. Ebates/ shop-at-home companies – A great way to make money back on online purchases. 

· www.ebates.com
· www.shopathome.com
4. www.swagbucks.com -  A search engine that allows you to earn gift cards for places like Amazon, Starbucks, Target, ITunes and more. You receive a swagbuck randomly as you are searching the internet. Since August we have earned $15 worth of Amazon money and $20 in Starbucks!
5. www.cash4books.net – Simply type in the ISBN numbers from books you no longer need or want. Based on that information the site tells you how much if any they will give you for the book. You box up the books and they pay for the shipping. If you have 5 or more books to sell you can ship them from FEDEX. The site sends check quickly or they’ll add a 3% extra if you choose to get your money through Pay Pal. We have made over $200 from this past year using this system!

6. www.paperbackswap.com – This is a great solution for the books cash4books won’t take. List books you'd like to swap with other club members. Once you have put in your first 10 books you will get credit to request your first two books. When one of your books is requested you mail it to the club member, at your cost, and get credit to request another book. There are more than 4 million books available. Books you request are mailed to you for free. You make a wish list and when one of your books is in the system you’ll be notified. This does not actually make you money. It is, however, a great way to get rid of some of your unwanted books and get some books you really want back. In the long run it could save you a bundle.

IV. Are there any other online sources?
1. www.restaurant.com  – Discounted gift certificates for local restaurants. You can often get at 70 to 80% off, However, there are lots of stipulations including amount of money you have to spend.
2. Grocery store websites – Great way to look at store circulars or use their on-line stores to find prices. You can often use these sites to create a grocery list organized by store isles.
3. I-Phone or I-Pod applications – Yowza, Target – Source for online coupons that can be scanned right from your screen. Yowza can also be used to input all of your various store cards into one quick application. No more heavy key rings, its all on your phone.
V. How do you play the “Drug Store Game”?
A. Rite Aid – Single Check Rebates
1. The easiest of the three stores to understand, perform and make money.

2. Input receipt information onto website: https://riteaid.rebateplus.com. The system figures out what rebates you qualify for. No need to memorize a long list of numbers.
3. Typically takes a few days after transaction for the information to show up on your account. However, if you wait to input the information for a week or so the information is automatically updated.

4. Can only submit for a check once a month. So you need to wait until the end of the month or you have purchased all the items you think you will get that month.

5. Check comes in the mail quickly. The money you receive can be used anywhere.
6. There are often “freebates.” Meaning if you buy the product you will get a single check rebate equal to the price of the product. Combine these with coupons to get a “moneymaker.”
B.  Walgreens – Register rewards
1. Register rewards are printed at the register when you purchase specific products.
2. These can be used on your next purchase or transaction.
3. If you plan on using a register reward(s) on your purchase you must make sure that you have more items than coupons and register rewards. You will often need a cheap “filler item” in order to do this. The register will beep if you haven’t done this and you will need to find something close by to finish the transaction.
4. Combine coupons with deals and “freebates” to get things for little to no money. Takes a bit of math to figure out the best way to do each transaction in order to get the most goods for the least out-of-pocket price.

C. CVS – Extra Care Bucks
* New store that I haven’t had a chance to try/figure out yet. The information I’ve found online seems to suggest it is the hardest of the three to figure out. However, the deals are often the best. Here’s what I know so far. You’ll just have to figure out the rest on your own!
1. Deals are associated to your card. You won’t get them if you don’t have a card or forget to have it scanned till the end. Always have it scanned first.

2. Extra care bucks are printed at the bottom of your receipt. These do expire.
3. At the end of the quarter you will get 2% of the money you have spent back in extra care bucks. (If you “play the game” right this won’t be much because you will not have spent much!)
4. There does not seem to be coupon/item requirements for this program.

What do all of the abbreviations you use stand for?

From Dana at Mrsmoneysaver.com
In order to save time and website space, I use abbreviations and “frugal vocab” in my posts quite a bit.  Here are some of the most frequently used:

· Inserts- The stacks of coupons found in most Sunday newspapers. 

· 5/17, 6/9, etc.- The date a coupon was found in the Sunday insert.  For example- a “6/7 insert” lets you know that a coupon was in the paper on June 7th.  If no year is given, it is assumed to be the current year. 

· RP- Red Plum, a Sunday newspaper coupon distribution company 

· SS- Smart Source, a Sunday newspaper coupon distribution company 

· PG- The coupon insert distributed by Proctor & Gamble, typically once a month 

· $1/2, $1/1, $2/1, etc.- The value of a coupon and the quantity of items needed to redeem.  The first number (the dollar amount), is the face value of the coupon.  The second number is the number of items you need to purchase in a single transaction in order to receive the coupon discount.  For example- $1/3 lets you know that you must purchase three of the listed items in order to receive $1 off at checkout. 

· B1G1- Buy one, get one free deal 

· ECBs- Extra Care Bucks, part of shopping the bargains at CVS.  See below for more information. 

· Overage- After using a coupon on an item, you will occasionally make a “profit”, whether in actual cash, Extra Care Bucks, or some other form of store compensation.  For example, if you buy a product that is priced at $1.50, but the coupon is for $2 off, you may be able to make 50 cents “overage”.  Not all stores allow for overage.  Check your local store’s coupon policy. 

· Home mailer- Snail mail sent by a company to your home address 

· Printable coupon- A coupon that you print from your home computer 

· Tearpad- “Notepads” of coupons found in stores.  The tearpads are typically found near the item the coupon is to be redeemed for.  You simply just tear off the coupon from the pad and give it to the cashier at checkout.  (If I see a tearpad, I almost always take a coupon or two from it, even if I do not plan to use it on that shopping trip.  You never know when you may be able to use the coupon on a future sale or at another store.) 

· Peelie- Coupon “taped” to a product package in the store.  Usually good for a discount on that specific item. 


Read more: http://www.mrsmoneysaver.com/getting-started/#ixzz0g6Gl2VEM
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