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Timing

Plan your party around meal times instead of during meal times.  (For instance … schedule it for l:00-3:00, 2:00-4:00, or even 10:00-11:30.)
Entertainment
1. [image: image3.wmf]Games – Save on games and activities by using things you already have in your house and adapting traditional games to fit your theme.  (Musical Chairs, Simon Says, 20 questions, Charades, etc., are fun, easy to prepare and require no additional expense.)
2. [image: image4.wmf]Crafts – Including a craft activity at a party is a lot of fun, but can really add to the expense when you don't have the supplies already.  (Purchasing a craft kit may seem more expensive, but you will only get exactly what you need.)  Pages from paint with water books, maze books, or just coloring books are quick, easy time wasters, cost very little and very little mess!
3. [image: image5.wmf]Decorations – With a little creativity, you will be amazed how many things you have around the house that can be included in your party decorations.  Keep these items in mind when decorating ...

a. For table coverings – sheets, butcher paper, gift wrap, fabric, etc.

b. For centerpieces – toys, balloons, gifts, cakes, cup-cake stand, piñata, flowers, candles,  baskets, tins, books, candy container, etc
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For napkin rings – cookie cutters, raffia, shower curtain rings, ribbon, etc.
d. For place cards – pre-made, candles, candy, toys, bags, origami, favors, etc.
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Party Favors – Party favors are important; they are a way a saying “thank you for coming to my party.”  However, they are NOT really presents and need only be a small gesture of appreciation.  Examples of favors might include:  homemade goodies, a seed packet in a small terra cotta pot, a cookie cutter, a balloon animal, homemade playdough, toilet tissue "crackers", bags with toppers, personalized candy bars, paper hats, cones, etc.  The list is limitless....see list of favorite websites for more ideas.

5. Cakes – This is a must … but can be a big part of the budget … $12-$30 on the average.  Making your own will cut this cost drastically.  Worried you don't have decorating skill?  You shouldn't be … there are tons of ideas for cut-up cakes, cupcakes, etc.  Using a tier or stand for cupcakes makes even the simplest ones nice.  A plain white sheet cake with white frosting can be transformed into any theme … just add toys, favors, etc.  Why not try a homemade Ice Cream Cake?  or a giant cookie?  
Planning
[image: image8.wmf]Planning ahead can really save money.  Keep a list of upcoming events and buy year round when items are drastically reduced (after holidays and inventories).  Record items as you find them and have a designated box or closet in your house where you store them.  (Buy things you like … that way, if the items never make it to a party … you can still use them for yourself.)

Plan events with friends when the occassion allows.  Working together means combining ideas, resources, and decorations.  Plus, it's easier and a lot more fun!
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Themes 

[image: image10.wmf]Themes are always fun and easy to work around, but be flexible … don't overspend your budget just to get a themed item.  Sometimes LESS IS MORE.  Plain white or neutral tablecloths, white, neutral, or clear plates, clear glasses, and white and crystal decorations provide a blank canvas for creativity.  You can add any color or theme to a neutral backdrop … buying solid-colored accents means left over items can be used again.  Think “outside the box!”  Let your imagination run wild!  Reinvent uses for items.  Creative ideas begin in catalogs, magazines, and on the internet.  Remember, CREATIVE doesn't have to mean EXPENSIVE or ARTISTIC or TALENTED.  It just means you cared enough to spend your valuable time for your guest.

Favorite Web Sites:                                         Favorite Stores:
Alenkasprintables.com/free                           Ollies

Familyfun.go.com (Disney)                             Thrift stores

partyfuntogo.com                                             Dollar Tree (Be careful)

party411.com                                                    Craft Stores

stretcher.com ($ stretcher)                             TJMAXX

Amazing moms                                                  Big Lots

Thriftyfun.com                                                  Grocery Stores

Kidspartyfun.com                                              Drug stores

Evites.com                                                          Target

dmarie.com (time capsule)                              Kohls

themedparties.com

enchantedlearning.com
Party Ideas   on a Budget
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